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I USED TO HATE WRITING | | I REALIZED THAT THE
ASSIGNMENTS , BUT NOW PURPOSE OF WRITING IS
T ENSON THEM, TO INFLATE WEAK IDEAS.

QBSCURE POOR REASONING,
AND INHIBIT CLARITY,

WITH A LITTLE PRACTICE, | TME DYNAMICS OF INTERBEING
WRITING CAN BE AN AND MONOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES
INTIMIDATING  AND N DICK AND JANE = A STUDY
IMPENETRABLE FOG!
NANT TO SEE MY BooK
ACADEMIA,
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A.Th

B. The Cha
1. Clarity
2. Logic
3. Precision
4. Persuasiveness

C. The Revision Process
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Write

* As gradua
McNair Scholars) your primary
readers are/will be




* Keep

 Stay “in dialogue” with the reader (even
if it’s only in your mind) —

e Use the reader as an “anchor” --




AsS WS
little o

e Define all tec

* “Unpack” all theoretical terms and concepts

e Attribute correctly and accurately all sources
for definitions — even if it’s your own “take” on
a word.




ikely to
make to your claims and address them.

e Stay “in dialogue” with your reader.

* Argue your positions persuasively but try to
avoid being defensive.




— Rethink




*Sm

* Less informe your specific

topic

» Skeptical




e Skeptical!




> Precise

> Persuasive




Clear writing




* Whe
(wheth
or entire pa ough the lens
of someone with it r no background in the
field — even though your target audience may
be VERY well-versed in the topic

ection,

* |[n other words, read as if you are intelligent,
interested, but uninitiated.




might not fully

Do you understand why you are making this
point and how it fits into your argument?

Can you defend the point?

Are you clear about where in the paper you
are making this point?







B. Organiza

2. Grammar (and all its friends and relations)




b. Create c

* The choice is yours; you're in the driver’s (or
writer’s) seat.




uture concern)




The pa uilding
block of or structure.
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paper nee
main idea.

nly one —

» Any sentence in a paragraph that is not
directly relevant to the paragraph’s one main
idea needs to be eliminated or moved. Be
ruthless!




Aim to convey one main idea
in each paragraph.




Elimina
unrelated to the main idea or that
seems to contradict the main idea or
introduces a whole new idea.




vinm
should
“topic” or

aka

v'But you can be creative — start a paragraph by

“telling a story.”

v General rule: Every remaining sentence in the
paragraph needs to derive directly from the
topic/lead sentence — or, what you want the
paragraph to convey.




sentence.
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v It tells the reader how the paragraph relates
to the previous paragraph.




Time to be Creative...




parag how
the curre previous
one.

» One strategy is to use a transitional word or
phrase to link paragraphs.
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* Your topic sentences should contain a transition that links the
current paragraph to the one before it.




v “A seco iting is
logic.”

v “Not only does the lead sentence convey the
paragraph’s main point, it also indicates how the
current paragraph relates to the previous one.”




> Start at does
the fol
> States th

» Conveys the rela aragraph to the previous
paragraphs (by using a transitional word or phrase)

» Eliminate all sentences in the paragraph that do not
derive from the topic sentence.

» Ensure that each sentence flows logically from the
one before it and to the one after it.




you write your paper.




> Ea
toat

ctly

» By reading on ce of each
paragraph, the reader should be able to glean
your paper’s main points — as should you, the
writer.




e After e able to
create a co your lead
sentences. If you cann




@' it
|i : MM&!&%LH
e —|



>In a ome at
the en d the
beginning

» In a proposal or concept paper or major
undergrad research paper, you need only
provide a road map at the start of a lit review
because the other sections (methods,
discussion, etc.) should follow a standard road
map.
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* Make s ounh you
use has a clear antecedent.




> This
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~ Joan Didion




* (Perhaps even to a good friend)




» Draw posts.
» Create pa
the main poi
relationship with the

at convey

» Eliminate all sentences in a paragraph that do not
pertain directly to the topic sentence.

» Read your paper out loud for grammar (and flow, and
context, etc.).

» Outline your paper before/after you write it.







> Each s

follow logi e it.

» You, the author, ne make the logical

connections between points crystal clear to
the reader (if they are not self-evident).

» Scholarly/academic writing is not a whodunit!




Transitions
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" Transi

paragrap
sentence)

to

» They clarify where the reader is in the document (e.g.,
“First;” “In conclusion”).

= They clarify the logical connection between the author’s

ideas (e.g., “Therefore;” “In addition;” “In contrast;”
“Nevertheless”).




e Sim

also, i
likewise,

* Exception/Con

but, however, in spite of, on the one hand ..
On the other hand, nevertheless,
notwithstanding, in contrast, although, even
though

* Sequence/Order
first, second, third, next, then, finally, last




* Tim

after,
during, e

 Example
for example, for instance, namely, to illustrate
 Emphasis
even, indeed, in fact




, in front
of, in back n, opposite,

close
Cause and Effect

accordingly, consequently, hence, so,
therefore, thus, if...then, as a result, for this

reason, since







v'Su two
sente

v'Draw the logic of your argument.
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* Know pting
(and fun ke things
up.

* Avoid broad brush strokes — universalizing,
over generalizing, etc. — also fun but can lead

to BIG trouble.




definitions, e
words/terms that you may be using in a
distinct way.
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v Citat

v'A claim ma iterature (could
be problematic ... why:

v’ Data from your study




Th pt
to ou

Or...

The more tentati e in putting it

forth.




Set your tone early on and adhere to it . Let your
true voice emerge — but within the
“constraints” of scholarly writing.




v’ “Evidence

that” oves that”
v’ “One may infer that” v “We know that”
v “Perhaps” v “It is highly plausible

v “Itis plausible that” that”




v “l co

v “| posit.
v' “I think...”




he researcher...”




“I conduct
plied “by”)




Avoid

v' Cannot
v Was not
v" | would

Avoid slang — unless you are
quoting

v' Dude

v Man
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, by changing
er of paragraphs,

Revise and edit sentences: Next, read your paper out loud. Revise
and edit every sentence that is grammatically incorrect, unclear, or
inaccurate.

Proofread your paper: Last, painstakingly proofread your paper. Go
through the paper very slowly to check for misspellings, typos,
punctuation errors, citation errors, etc. Proofread the paper
backwards—that is, start with the last sentence in your paper and
end with the first. Also, proofread your reference list (again,
painstakingly).




(and congratulate yourself on a job well done!)







